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Dear Tostan Global Family,
 
I'm writing to share the second chapter in Tostan's Breakthrough Generation series,
celebrating Tostan's 25 years on the path of human dignity, and the many community
leaders who have shown the way forward on that path.  
 
Last month I shared "Lifting Stones: Ending Child Marriage in Mali." I hope you enjoyed
watching it!  I so appreciated hearing back from many of you with thoughts and responses to
the film, and I encourage you to continue sending those to us.
 
This month, in celebration of the anniversary of Tostan's first declaration to abandon female
genital cutting (FGC) in Malicounda Bambara on July 31,1997, Tostan explores the theme of
'abandoning harmful practices.' One community began this unprecedented movement, and
it has now swelled to include over 7,200 communities. 

The film below was originally written and directed by the Diégoune community in Senegal in
2008 to share their decision to abandon FGC with other neighboring communities. This
abbreviated version provides essential insights into the courage and commitment it took for
them to make such a decision, and to call upon others to do the same.    
  
I hope you enjoy this second installment of the Breakthrough Generation series, and share
in our excitement as we approach our 25th anniversary in February 2016. 

In gratitude,
Molly
 

Walking the Path of Unity
(To watch the film, click on the image below!)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5XAqIbq47A&org=499&lvl=100&ite=644&lea=96803&ctr=0&par=1
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"Walking the Path of Unity” in
Diégoune: Seven Years Later
 
In the above film, Walking the Path of Unity,
we were welcomed into the Diégoune
community. Members of this community
explain why they made the historic decision
that they did, and express their hopes for
others to do the same.
 
In this piece, we return to Diégoune--years
after the film was made--and hear from
some of the community members whose
stories were featured in the film. Seeing that
they are continuing the work to ensure
nation-wide abandonment of FGC is nothing
short of inspiring.  

Ending an Old Tradition, Paving a New
Path
 
When Ami Drame was a young woman, she
decided she would follow in her
grandmother's footsteps and become a
cutter, performing the long-held tradition of
FGC.
 
Today, not only has Ami given up the
practice, but she also travels to other
communities, talking to women about the
dangers of FGC and encouraging open and
respectful dialogue.
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