
"Humanitarian intervention demands not only hard work but also
originality of vision. It would be hard to match Tostan in the quality of
innovative thinking it has brought to its dedicated work." 
- Amartya Sen, Nobel Laureates in Economics

WORkSHOp HIGHlIGHTS

Understand Tostan’s
overall approach to non-
formal education and
community-led
development 

Experience key Tostan
classes and visit
Community
Empowerment Program
villages

Interact with other
community activists  

Connect Tostan practices
to relevant theories of
development, such as
social norm change

Explore monitoring and
evaluation of a holistic,
integrated program  

Tostan’s Human-Rights Approach to Community-led Development : 
A Hands-On Workshop

Course description

This 10-day workshop in English provides a
comprehensive overview of Tostan’s award-
winning human rights-based non-formal
education program, which, for over twenty
years, has worked with thousands of rural
communities in West and East Africa. The
interactive training combines both theory
and practice, including an introduction to
Tostan’s philosophy of community-led
development, its three-year curriculum, its

teaching strategies for changing deeply entrenched social norms, its holistic
monitoring and evaluation, and effective program management. The workshop
includes two field visits to Tostan partner communities and a roundtable with
Community Management Committee members. Such interactions provide
attendees the opportunity to meet with program participants.  The workshop also
covers the most innovative class sessions from the first module of Tostan’s
Community Empowerment Program (CEP), which involves Tostan participants in
sessions on democracy, human rights, and problem solving. These sessions are
catalytic, linked to the positive social changes that occur
throughout the program. The workshop contains practical
information on Tostan’s full CEP curriculum and the role
of its Community Management Committees. Workshop
participants will have a chance to preview Tostan’s new
modules on Child Protection, the Reinforcement of
Parental Practices (RPP), and Peace and Security.  

This workshop is designed for development practitioners
working in the non-profit, public or private sectors;
students and community activists who want to enhance
and refine their knowledge of integrated, community-led
approaches to development. 

Training staff

The training staff has extensive experience with Tostan’s non-formal human rights
based educational approach.

The team of trainers also has a profound knowledge of the realities of rural
environments, behaviors, attitudes and practices. This team includes experts in the
practical application of Tostan’s Community Empowerment Program (CEP) and
academics who have researched and evaluated its outcomes at the community level.

In addition, participants will be given the opportunity to interact with members of
Tostan’s partner communities and learn from their personal experiences with Tostan’s
approach and classes.

Representatives from each of Tostan’s new post-program modules will also present
their work and answer participants’ questions.

WHEN

REGISTER SOON

10-day training with one
day off and two half-day
field trips: 9 days of
content 

Each day has interactive
activities, an end-of-day
reflective activity, and
theoretical and practical
content 

Enrollment is limited to
24 participants 

March 23 – April 1, 2015



"I visited a Tostan community in Senegal. Several women gave very personal statements on the positive change
that had been a direct result of Tostan. participatory education programs improved the skills and knowledge of
women and girls, empowering them to become self-confident and able to impact social transformation and
economic development in their communities."
- Ann M. Veneman, former UNICEF Executive Director

"All the time, after class, we talk about Tostan. On our way to fetch water, or with the children, we talk
about what we learn and the importance of this education. It helps us. It improves ours minds. We now
know our human rights and we always talk about them."  
- Nansa Darameh, village midwife and Tostan class participant

Contact 

For further information, contact the Tostan
Training Center Team at training@tostan.org or
visit the Tostan website. 

training@tostan.org
+221 – 33 820 55 89

Tostan International, Bp
29371 Dakar Yoff, 

Senegal

www.tostan.org/tostan-
model/training-our-model 

Training location 

The workshop will take place in the Senegalese city of Thies, an hour away from Dakar,
at the Tostan Training Center. Strategically located in the quiet neighborhood of
Silmang, our center offers round meeting rooms modeled after traditional Senegalese
houses, making them particularly suited for interaction and knowledge sharing.
Participants will be accommodated in 24 guestrooms, which are surrounded by a
beautiful garden with large trees. All meeting rooms and guestrooms are air-
conditioned and Wi-Fi is available throughout the center. The center also has a dining
hall where meals will be provided. In the administration building, technology services
such as printing, copying and scanning are available.   

pricing

This pilot training is being offered at a 20 % discount from the original $2,200, making
the total cost for this training $1,760. 

This includes: administrative fees, room and board for twelve days, two field visits,
and all course materials. Limited support for transportation to and from the training
center the day before and after the workshop will also be provided (details available
upon acceptance).

This excludes: airfare, the cost of the visa and any day-off trips or optional activities.

For payment details, please see the registration form.

Tostan Training Center  – A place of sharing and learning


